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Pura Belpré Award Winners 

and Honor Books 
Bibliography     

 
The Pura Belpré Award, established in 1996 by the American Library Association, is presented 

to a Latino/Latina writer and illustrator whose work best portrays and celebrates the Latino 

cultural experience in an outstanding literary work for children and youth.  In the first year of the 

award, titles were selected from books published from 1990-1995.  Subsequent awards will be 

given biennially.  

                  
Titles in the Teaching Resources Center are cataloged with Dewey call numbers and are 

preceded by Curric. Please ask someone at the Teaching Resources Service Desk if you need any 

assistance.   

 

Grade 

Level 
Year Title Information 

Call 

Number 

PreK - 1 2023 Gonzalez, Xelena. Where Wonder Grows. El Paso: Cinco Puntos 

Press, 2020. (Youth Illustration Winner) 

E 

G58993W 

4 - 8 2023 Ortega, Claribel A. Frizzy. New York: First Second, 2022. 

(Children’s Author Winner) 

F 

OR825F 

10 - 12 2023 Tirado, Vincent. Burn Down, Rise Up. Naperville, Illinois: 

Sourcebooks Fire, 2022. (Young Adult Author Winner) 

F 

T511B 

K - 2 2023 Briseño, Stephen. The Notebook Keeper: A story of kindness 

from the border. New York: Random House studio, 

2022. (Children’s Author Honor) 

E 

B774N 

PreK - 2 2023 Denise, Anika. Phenomenal AOC: The roots and rise of 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. New York, NY: Harper, an 

B 

OC133D 
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imprint of Harper Collins Publishers, 2022. (Youth 

Illustration Honor) 

7 - 9 2023 Fajardo, Kat. Miss Quinces. New York, NY: Graphix, an imprint 

of Scholastic, 2022. 

F 

F178M 

10 - 12 2023 Gomera-Tavarez, Camille. High Spirits. Montclair, NJ: Levine 

Querido, 2022. (Young Adult Author Honor) 

Coming 

Soon! 

PreK - 2 2023 Gonzalez, Karina Nicole. The Coquíes Still Sing. New York: 

Roaring Press, 2022. (Children’s Author & Youth 

Illustration Honor) 

E 

G58962C 

1 - 2 2023 Martinez, Claudia Guadalupe. Still Dreaming = seguimos 

soñando. New York: Children’s Book Press, an imprint of Lee & 

Low books Inc., 2022. (Youth Illustration Honor) 
 

E 

M3663S 

PreK - 2 2023 Ortega, Mirelle. Magic: Once upon a faraway land. Cameron & 

Co., 2022. (Youth Illustration Honor) 

E 

OR83M 

5 - 12 2023 Pérez, Celia C. Tumble. New York: Kokila, an imprint of 

Penguin Random House LLC, 2022. (Children’s Author 

Honor)  

F 

P4153T 

9 - 12 2023 Reyes, Sonora. The Lesbiana’s Guide to Catholic School. New 

York, NY: Balzer + Bray, 2022. (Young Adult Author 

Honor) 

F 

R3309L 

9 - 12 2023 Sylvester, Natalia. Breathe and Count Back from Ten. Clarion  

Books, 2022. (Young Adult Author Honor) 

F 

SY57B 

2 - 5 2023 Tonatiuh, Duncan. Land of Books: Dreams of young mexihcah 

word painters. New York: Abrams Books for Young 

Readers, 2022. (Youth Illustration Honor) 

E 

T61L 

5 - 12 2022 Higuera, Donna Barba. The Last Cuentista. Montclair: Levine 

Querido, 2021. (Children’s Author Winner 

F 

H5392LA 

K-2 2022 Raúl the Third, and Elaine Bay. ¡Vamos! Let's Cross the Bridge. 

Boston: Versify, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2021. 

(Youth Illustration Winner) 

E 

R192V03 

10-12 2022 Vasquez Gilliland, Raquel. How Moon Fuentez Fell In Love 

with the Universe. First edition. New York: Simon & 

F 

V444H 
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Schuster BFYR, 2021. (Young Adult Author Winner) 

1-4 2022 Amescua, Gloria, and Duncan Tonatiuh. Child of the Flower-

Song People: Luz Jiménez, Daughter of the Nahua. 

New York: Abrams Books for Young Readers, 2021. 

(Youth Illustration Honor) 

E 

AM37C 

9-12 2022 Kemp, Laekan Zea. Somewhere Between Bitter and Sweet. First 

edition. New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2021. 

(Young Adult Author Honor) 

F      

K323S 

 2022 Perez, Nomar. Aqui Como El Coqui = From Here Like The 

Coqui. [S.l.]: Dial Books For Young Read, 2021. (Youth 

Illustration & Children’s Author Honors) 

E 

P41575D 

9 - 12 2022 Villa, Jonny Garza. Fifteen Hundred Miles From the Sun: A 

Novel. First edition. New York: Skyscape, 2021. (Young 

Adult Author Honor) 

F     

V7113F 

4-6 2021 Cisneros, Ernesto. Efrén Divided: A Novel. First edition. New 

York, NY: Harper, an imprint of 

HarperCollinsPublishers, 2020. (Children’s Author 

Winner) 

F    

C4973E 

7-9 2021 Méndez, Yamile Saied. Furia. Chapel Hill, North Carolina: 

Algonquin Young Readers, 2020. (Young Adult Winner) 

F   

M5229F 

2-5 2021 Raúl the Third, and Elaine Bay. ¡Vamos!: Let's Go Eat. Boston: 

Versify, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2020. (Illustrator 

Winner) 

E 

R192V02 

2-3 2021 Brown, Monica, Elisa Chavarri, and Adriana Domínguez. 

Sharuko: El Arqueólogo Peruano Julio C. Tello = 

Peruvian Archaeologist Julio C. Tello. First edition. 

New York: Children's Book Press, an imprint of Lee & 

Low Books, Inc., 2020. (Illustrator Honor) 

B      

T239B 

3-7 2021 Higuera, Donna Barba. Lupe Wong Won't Dance. Montclair, NJ: 

Levine Querido, 2020. (Children’s Author Honor) 

F    

H5392L 

10-12 2021 Rivera, Lilliam. Never Look Back. New York, NY: Bloomsbury 

YA, 2020. (Young Adult Honor) 

F    

R5244N 
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10-12 2021 Torres Sanchez, Jenny. We Are Not From Here. New York: 

Philomel Books, 2020. (Young Adult Honor) 

F   

T6368W 

PreK-2 2020 Engle, Margarita, and Rafael López. Dancing Hands: How 

Teresa Carreño Played the Piano for President Lincoln. 

First edition. New York: Atheneum Books for Young 

Readers, 2019. (Illustrator Award) 

B      

C232E 

3-7 2020 Hernandez, Carlos Alberto. Sal & Gabi Break the Universe. 

First edition. Los Angeles: Disney Hyperion, 2019. 

(Author Award) 

F   

H43025S 

PreK-2 2020 Aponte, Carlos. Across the Bay. New York: Penguin Workshop, 

2019. (Illustrator Honor) 

E     

AP44A 

5-8 2020 Balcárcel, Rebecca. The Other Half of Happy. San Francisco:     

Chronicle Books, 2019. (Author Honor) 

F      

B189O 

3-7 2020 Cervantes, Angela. Lety Out Loud. First edition. New York: 

Scholastic Press, an imprint of Scholastic Inc., 2019. 

(Author Honor) 

F  

C33735L 

K-3 2020 Denise, Anika, and Paola Escobar. Planting Stories: The Life of 

Librarian and Storyteller Pura Belpré. First edition. 

New York, NY: Harper, an imprint of 

HarperCollinsPublishers, 2019. (Author Honor) 

B   

B4189D 

K-2 2020 Quintero, Isabel, and Zeke Peña. My Papi Has a Motorcycle. 

New York: Kokila, an imprint of Penguin Random House 

LLC, 2019. (Illustrator Honor) 

E     

Q458M 

2-5 2020 Raúl the Third, and Elaine Bay. ¡Vamos! Let's Go to the Market. 

Boston: Versify, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2019. 

(Illustrator Honor) 

E     

R192V 

6-8 2020 Tonatiuh, Duncan. Soldier for Equality: José De La Luz Saénz 

and the Great War. New York: Abrams Books for Young 

Readers, 2019. (Author Honor) 

940.41273 

T61S 

7-12 2019 Acevedo, Elizabeth. The Poet X. New York: HarperTeen, 2018. 

(Author Award) 

F   

AC373P 

4-7 2019 Bowles, David. They Call Me Güero: A Border Kid's Poems. El 

Paso, TX: Cinco Puntos Press, 2018. (Author Honor) 

F        

B681T 
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PreK-3 2019 Morales, Yuyi. Dreamers. New York: Neal Porter Books, 2018. 

(Illustrator Award) 

B  

M7929M 

K-3 2019 Díaz, Junot. Islandborn. Illustrated by Leo Espinosa. New York: 

Dial Books for Young Readers, 2018. (Illustrator Honor) 

E     

D5436I 

PreK-3 2019 Mahin, Michael James. When Angels Sing: The Story of Rock 

Legend Carlos Santana. Illustrated by José Ramírez. New 

York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2018. (Illustrator 

Honor) 

B  

SA593M 

5-6 2018 Behar, Ruth. Lucky Broken Girl. New York: Nancy Paulsen 

Books, 2017. (Author Award) 

F    

B3947L 

5-6 2018 Cartaya, Pablo. The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora. New York: 

Viking Books for Young Readers, 2017. (Author Honor) 

F      

C242E 

4-7 2018 Pérez, Ceila C. The First Rule of Punk. New York: Viking, 

2017. (Author Honor) 

F     

P4153F 

PreK-3 2018 Elya, Susan Middleton. La Princesa and the Pea, illustrated by 

Juana Martinez-Neal. New York: G.P. Putnam’s and Sons, 

2017. (Illustrator Award) 

E   

EL94PR 

PreK-3 2018 Brown, Monica. Frida Kahlo and Her Animalitos, illustrated by 

John Parra. New York: NorthSouth Books, Inc., 2017. 

(Illustrator Honor) 

B   

K121BR 

PreK-2 2018 Gonzalez, Xelena. All Around Us, illustrated by Adriana M. 

Garcia. El Paso, TX: Cinco Puntos Press, 2017. (Illustrator 

Honor) 

E 

G58993A 

K-3 2017 Medina, Juana. Juana and Lucas. Somerville, MA: Candlewick 

Press, 2016. (Author Award) 

E  

M46889J 

3-7 2017 Diaz, Alexandra. The Only Road. New York: Simon & Schuster 

Books for Young Readers, 2016. (Author Honor) 

F   

D5432O 

3-7 2017 Camper, Cathy. Lowriders to the Center of the Earth, Book 2. 

Illustrated by Raúl Gonzalez. San Francisco: Chronicle 

Books, 2016. (Illustrator Award) 

F  

C154L02 

1-4 2017 Wood, Susan. Esquivel! Space-Age Sound Artist. Illustrated by 

Duncan Tonatiuh. Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge, 2016. 

(Illustrator Honor) 

B    

ES69W 
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1-4 2017 Tonatiuh, Duncan. The Princess and the Warrior: A Tale of 

Two Volcanoes. New York: Abrams Books for Young 

Readers, 2016. (Illustrator Honor) 

398.20897 

T61P 

7-9 2016 Engle, Margarita. Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings: A 

Memoir. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 

2015 (Author award) 

B  

EN35E 

4-7 2016 Bowles, David. The Smoking Mirror. IFWG Publishing, Inc., 

2015 (Author Honor) 

F  

B681G01 

K-3 2016 Medina, Meg. Mango, Abuela, and Me. Illustrated by Angela 

Dominguez. Sommerville, MA: Candlewick Press, 2015 

(Author and Illustrator Honor) 

E  

M4689M 

PreK-3 2016 Engle, Margarita. The Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl’s 

Courage Changed Music. Illustrated by Rafael López. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2015 (Illustrator 

Award) 

E 

EN35D 

1-6 2016 Rivera-Ashford, Roni Capin. My Tata’s Remedies = Los 

remedios de mi tata. Illustrated by Antonio Castro. El Paso, 

TX: Cinco Puntos Press, 2015 (Illustrator Honor) 

E  

R5245M 

1-5 2016 Tonatiuh, Duncan. Funny Bones: Posada and His Day of the 

Dead Calaveras. New York: Abrams Books for Young 

Readers, 2015 (Illustrator Honor) 

B 

P84T 

 

5-9 2015 Agosín Marjorie. I Lived on Butterfly Hill. New York: 

Atheneum Books, 2014. (Author Award) 

F  

AG75I 

3-7 2015 Herrere, Juan Felipe. Portraits of Hispanic Heroes. New York: 

Dial Books, 2014. (Author Honor) 

920.009268 

H4337P 

PreK-3 2015 Morales, Yuyi. Viva Frida. Illustrated by Tim O’Meara. New 

York: Roaring Brook Press, 2014. (Illustrator Award) 

B         

K121M 

K-3 2015 Middleton, Susan. Little Roja Riding Hood. Illustrated by Susan 

Guevara. New York: G.P. Putnam, 2014. (Illustrator Honor) 

398.2 

EL94L 

PreK-K 2015 Thong, Roseanne Greenfield. Green is a Chile Pepper: A Book 

of Colors. Illustrated by John Parra. Chronicle Books, 2014. 

(Illustrator Honor) 

E  

T388GR 
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1-4 2015 Tonatiuh, Duncan. Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez & 

Her Family's Fight for Desegregation. New York: 

Abrams, 2014. (Illustrator honor) 

379.2      

T61S 

9-12 2014 Medina, Meg. Yaqui Delgado Wants to Kick Your Ass. New 

York: Candlewick Press, 2013. (Author Award) 

F  

M4689Y 

7-9 2014 Engle, Margarita. The Lightning Dreamer: Cuba’s Greatest 

Abolitionist. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2013. (Author 

Honor) 

F 

EN35L 

9-12 2014 Pena, Matt de la. The Living. New York: Random House, 2013. 

(Author Honor) 

F     

P3706L 

1-4 2014 Tonatiuh, Duncan. Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote: a Migrant’s 

Tale. New York: Abrams Books for Young Readers, 2013. 

(Author and Illustrator Honor) 

E   

T61P 

PreK-3 2014 Morales, Yuyi. Niño Wrestles the World. New York: Roaring 

Brook Press, 2013. (Illustrator Winner) 

E  

M7929N 

PreK-2 2014 Dominguez, Angela N. Maria Had a Little Llama / Maria Tenia 

Una Llamita. New York: Henry Holt, 2013. (Illustrator 

Honor) 

E 

D7132M 

PreK-3 2014 Brown, Monica. Tito Puente: Mambo King / Rey del Mambo. 

Illustrated by Rafael López. New York: HarperCollins, 

2013. (Illustrator Honor) 

B      

P9624B 

7-9 2014 Sáenz, Benjamin Alire. Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets 

of the Universe. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2012. 

(Author Award) 

F      

SA16A 

9-12 2014 Manzano, Sonia. The Revolution of Evelyn Serrano. New York: 

Scholastic, 2012. (Author Honor) 

F    

M3199R 

1-4 2014 Schmidt, Gary. Martín de Porres: The Rose in the Desert. 

Illustrated by David Diaz. New York: Clarion, 2012. 

(Illustrator Award) 

B    

M3662S 

  No Illustrator Honors were given in 2013  

 


