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By Diane L Richard

Discovering the Hidden Women in 
Your Family History

2020 Copyright Diane L Richard aka MosaicRPM Image: https://www.canstockphoto.com/women-silhouettes-53165978.html 

… or, Are They Hiding in Plain Sight!

HOLD 
ONTO 
YOUR 
HATS!!
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Helpful Symbols

Do NOT see an expected symbol?

Do NOT read into that! Included  
as helpful guides ;-)
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Think of your ancestors’ life.

What were their needs?
Go to the store, see a physician,  
enjoy reading, need the services 
of a blacksmith or livery stable,   

belong to a club, and what else?

Put yourself in their shoes and    
explore their lives.
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https://lazyhistorian.com/womens-fashion-1784-1970/

18th & 19th

Centuries

Widows Dower & 
Year’s Provisions
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http://ncccha.blogspot.com/2007/09/dower-rights.html

Acts passed by the General Assembly of the State of Nor
th Carolina [1835] pg 14, https://digital.ncdcr.gov/digital
/collection/p249901coll22/id/175480/rec/1

Widows Dower

The Legal Genealogist, https://www.legalgenealogist.
com/2020/08/25/tarheel-dower/

“Understanding the Records: Law in the Tarheel State”
3 October, 12:30pm EST, With Taneya Koonce, 

Renate Yarborough Sanders, 
& Judy G. Russell

The North-Carolina Star, Raleigh, NC, 10 May 1827, pg 1
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Pitt, Dowers, 1858-1885, Vol 1

One Year’s Provisions -- Estate, Pitt Co, Allen G Adams (1866) 

Adoption
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Wake County, Misc., CR.099.901.1

Adoption Records   
are open 100 years 
from date of record, 
so, can access          
adoption records    
c. 1919 and earlier!

You “might” find adoptions for children of color  
though they were more likely  to be apprenticed.

Bastardy Bonds
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Bastardy Bonds
Names mother & “often” reputed father

Mother, her father or male siblings, friends, and/or 
purported father might be bondsman 

Bastardy Bond, Pitt (NC), 1866
(via Afrigeneas Slave Research Forum Archive)
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DigitalNC has archive of Pitt County 
Genealogical Quarterly

Divorce
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Divorce
(1824 & 1818, Raleigh Register, and North-Carolina Gazette)

Between 1814 and 1835 divorces could only be granted by 
the NC General Assembly or a County Superior Court

Divorce
(General Assembly)

NOTE: General Assembly 
Documents often do NOT

list originating county!
NOTE: Early on, divorces 

were hard to get!
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Divorce
(Race & Slavery 

Petitions Project )

NOTE: These examples show that Free Persons of Color 
did petition for divorce.

My 2nd “favorite” divorce 
petition; 4 pages of names 
in support of the divorce
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Road Records

• NO departments of transportation 

• Counties had responsibility to create and maintain roads

• Those in the local community (men) were required to     
participate in road juries and work crews

• These men determined the path of a road, provided man
ual labor and handled conflicts over road placement

• Sometimes they did the labor themselves or alternately 
sent other able-bodied individuals living with them,        
whether family members, hired hands, or slaves. 

Roads did not create themselves;            
community members built them.
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Wayne County NC, Road Records (1803-1914)

Road petitions may mention women         
though women could NOT sign petitions
(August Term 1847)

… we the undersigned citizens of said county … 
complaining … for the benefit of the citizens of 
Nahunta Depot and of the vicinity … to run 
from the Johnston Road at cross roads near the 
Lewis Artist place … at the mouth of Julia 
Dickinson’s lane … the lands of Tabitha Jones …

NOTE: The full names of both women are given;           
atypical for the time period

Guilford County Court Minutes, 1781-1790
(transcript) http://www.greensboro-nc.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=5580

(digital microfilm) https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSKV-597M-M?i=47&cat=157504

… with the hands of … Widow Evans …

Feb Court 
1784 
(pg 82)
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Road petitions may mention women 
as slave owners

Lexington, SC - Records of the General 
Assembly (Doc No 1840 #36)

Elizabeth Butler, a widow and mother of four 
children, seeks compensation for the injuries 
incurred by her slave, Sam, who broke his leg in 
1840 while performing public road work. Butler 
recounts that she obeyed an order to provide 
"hands" to "work on the Public highway" and that 
the said Sam fell while trying to cut "the Branches 
of a certain Tree overhanging the said public 
road."

Ledger A-palooza & Beyond!
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Liquor Sales  General Stores

Ledger
Burke County, 1800 (& earlier), Henry Reed 
Liquor, Liquor, and more Liquor 

The one that started my love affair     
with ledgers found in private collections
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General Stores

Stowe Ledger 
(Stowesville, south 
of Belmont)

1849/1850 Customers
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NC 
SC
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Bethel, NC
(Incorporated 1873)

Guilford Andrews 
General Store

(1886-1903)
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Livery 
Stable

Livery Stable Raleigh, Wake County
• St. Marys church 
• a wedding (Miss T), Nov 14 

1888
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Ledger of Lumber Accounts, 1833-1836
[believe Tuscaloosa, AL area]

Robert Jemison, Jr. Papers, University of Alabama, Special Collections, https://cdm17336.contentdm.oclc.org/di
gital/collection/u0003_0000753/id/2830 [digitized version], https://archives.lib.ua.edu/repositories/3/resources/1121 [
finding aid]
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Physician Ledgers

Physician Ledger
Patients include slaves on 
Governor Manly’s plantation, 
the Dr’s extended family 
(Miss E. G. Haywood, Edward 
G. Haywood, etc.), someone 
at Lovejoy’s Academy, etc. 

Edmund Burke Haywood, 
Wake County, 1854
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Physician Ledger
Dr. Kirkman and Dr. Bower (1837-1856)

hhttp://digital.lib.ecu.edu/39816ttp://digital.lib.ecu.edu/39816 &

Finding Aid, https://digital.lib.ecu.edu/special/ead/findingaids/cd01-99?q=ledger

Physician Ledger
Matthew Cary Whitaker, Halifax County, 
NC, 1820-1827
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Post Office
Ledgers

Newspapers" by lipjin is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0

Post Office Ledger
Newspaper Subscribers

Post Office, Henderson, Vance, 
1857, found in William W      
Reavis Papers
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Dr. S G Ward
 N.C. C Advocate [N.C. 

Christian Advocate, Pittsboro; 
Methodist]

 Warrenton News

 Weekly Day book [NYC; pro-
slavery]

 Weekly Message [Greensboro; 
Methodist]

 The Arator [Raleigh; 
Agricultural]

 City Index [Norfolk, VA]

These suggest that  
he was:
• Methodist, 
• pro-slavery, 
• had a plantation, 
• had connections   

to Warrenton NC  
and Norfolk VA.  

We’ve learned quite 
a bit about this       
person just via the 
publications he       
received.

Miss A. A. Swain
 New York Tribune

 Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine [historically a          
rival to a Whig-supporting publication and in the       
1840s it included a lot of horror fiction and was a vehicle 
for new fiction including that of George Eliot]

 Home Journal

 Knickerbocker Magazine [published out of NY]

 Emersons Magazine [published out of NY]

 North British Review

 London [UK] Quarterly Review
Her tastes in reading  
were definitely not        
local and quite worldly 
including several        
UK publications.
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School Records
Wilkes County, 1841

Frederick C. Douglass Papers 1873-1958, 188
7-1901, Manuscript Collection #323
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Stock Marks
Edgecombe County, 1739

Family 
Relationships
&
Titles 
&
Women

Toll Road, Bridge, 
Ferry Payments
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Toll Ledger – Yadkin Toll 
Bridge Company (1821-1824)
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Toll Ledger – Yadkin Toll 
Bridge Company (1821-1824)

Mentions of occupation, those 
enslaved & others (often unrelated 
adult males), where lives, etc.

Lawyer Ledgers
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John Williams Ledger, 1770-1803, of 
Williamsboro, Granville (now Vance) 

Also serviced clients in Mecklenburg/ Tryon 
(now Lincoln/Rutherford) – also handled cases 
from Wake/Johnston, Anson, SC, & beyond!

The Southern Historical Collection at the Louis Round Wilson Special Collections Library, UNC, Chapel Hill, Collection Number: 04472,
https://finding-aids.lib.unc.edu/04472/#ovolume_1#1
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Based in    Williamston (Granville, now Vance) 
Clients served from …      Mecklenburg/Tryon (now Lincoln/Rutherford)

Wake/Johnston & Orange     Bute (now Warren & Franklin) & Halifax
Virginia (locales not stated),    Anson,     Rowan,     Cape Fear
SC, & beyond!
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Saw & Grist Mill Records

Robert Jemison, Jr. Papers, MSS-0753, University of Alabama, https://archives.lib.ua.edu/repositories/3/resources/1121 [f
inding aid], https://cdm17336.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/u0003_0000753/id/7624/rec/240 [digitized ledger]

Apr 1840
(weaving)

May 1840
(supplies)

Tuscaloosa, AL
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July 1840
(lumber)

July 1840
(grist mill)

Undertaker Records
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Notations for Col(ored)

Z.P. Morrison and Sons
Undertakers Ledger
1891 [Shoals area AL]

Unfortunately most women are listed as “wife” though 
still represent pre-vital record death dates
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Civil War

Mrs Nancy Padget has Eight in family  … no 
Means of Getting Eney … J W McLeod

Harnett County – Appeals for Food   
from Destitute Families, 1865
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Guard House and Guard, 107th U.S. Colored Infantry Fort Corcoran near Washington, D.C., http://www.loc.gov
/pictures/item/2013648641/

Military Pensions

U.S. Colored Troops

A certificate granting a pension to a widow

Frederick C. Douglass Papers 1873-1958, 1887
-1901, Manuscript Collection #323
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U.S. Colored Troops

Application includes:
• the widow's maiden name
• who her father was
• how many children they had
• the approximate date of their marriage

Frederick C. Douglass Papers 1873-1958, 1887
-1901, Manuscript Collection #323

U.S. Colored Troops

Daughter is applying for the bounty due her father, because 
the parents have both died. It includes:
• father’s & mother's name 
• states that the parents were "married in slavery custom" 
• names the plantation where enslaved and location
• lists their children's names

Frederick C. Douglass Papers 1873-1958, 1887
-1901, Manuscript Collection #323
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Freedmen’s Bureau Rations

Freedmen’s Bureau 
serviced from DE   

to TX
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Hebron Baptist Church
1838 Membership List

Hebron Baptist Church
1883 Membership List

Charged with 
drunkness … 

drunkness and revling

… charges againe
preferred against 
Sister Cora Maurice … 
charge of dancing

… charged with 
playing the Fiddle for a 
dance … 

Sister Cora Maurice as 
requesting her name 
being Erazed from the 
Church Roll and 
on motion she was 
Excommunicated
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Via Internet    
Archive, The   
Farmer’s          
Journal, 
https://archive
.org/details/    
farmersjournal
1853tomp

1st State Fair, North Carolina

Look for categories like preserves/    
jams, flowers & related, embroidery/

sewing, and other categories              
considered appropriate for women  
of the time period! There are many.
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In Her Own Words
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Susan Fisher lived in Augusta, ME., but had family members living in Augusta,   
GA; established a dry goods and ladies' clothing store.

The Southern Historical Collection at the 
Louis Round Wilson Special Collections 
Library, UNC, Chapel Hill, NC, Susan 
Fisher Papers, 1838-1841, 
https://finding-aids.lib.unc.edu/03280/
[fully digitized]

Susan Fisher Papers, 1838-1841

Sarah Eve Adams Diary (1813-1814)
Relates to the Eve 
family and 
includes many 
references to 
Christ 
Presbyterian 
Church, Augusta, 
GA

Duke University, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, https://              
repository.duke.edu/dc/adamssaraheve-001585345/secst0014
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Mary Eliza (Eve) Carmichael Diary
Augusta, GA (1837-1845)

UNC, The Southern Historical Collection at the Louis Round Wilson Special Collections Library, Chapel Hill, NC,, 00138-z ,                
Carmichael Family Diaries and Commonplace Books, 1803-1850, https://finding-aids.lib.unc.edu/00138/#folder_3a#1

Three referenced Items  
for Augusta GA  are     

held in NC manuscript 
collections!

Elizabeth Collier Diary, 1861-1865
Everittsville, Wayne Co

UNC, Collection 013335-z, fully digitized, https://
finding-aids.lib.unc.edu/01335/

The Civil War time period is particularly rich in 
surviving women’s diaries.

Typically more informative about non-business 
matters than correspondence by males covering 
the same time period.
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Poorhouse & Wardens of Poor
Sampson County – 1816 & 1820

Elizabeth House … sum of Twenty Dollars for Keeping James 
Davis fifteen days and burying him in the year 1815

Sarah Hodges a parishioner of Sampson County Dyed on 
the 5th of May 1820
Ann Wester a pauper … Dyed on the 23rd of September 1819

Midwives
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Panthea Sharpe 
Allison, Iredell (NC) 
Midwife, 1818-1856

Insane Asylum

Raleigh Insane Asylum, 1883-1887 via Eugene Grissom Papers
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Insane Asylum [Colored]
Eastern North Carolina Insane Asylum (Goldsboro, NC)

https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/eastern84/eastern84.html

Stewart 
Sanitorium

(New Bern, NC)
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INVENTORS
[Congressional Serial Set, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1848]

Note that listed as SC; when it was NC
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Child Labor

Child Labor Certificates,    
Cannon Mills – Concord,   
NC, 1917 [Duke University, 
Durham, NC]

97

98

Copyright 2020 -- Diane L. Richard 
FOR PERSONAL USE ONLY 

DO NOT SHARE WITH ANYONE 
Query dianelrichard@mosaicrpm.com to deliver this program to your organization 



9/1/2020

50

WWI Involvement
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https://digital.ncdcr.gov/digital/collection/p15012coll
10/id/3826/rec/2
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NCGS Journal, Vol 42, 
#4, WWI Red Cross 

(Wake County)

103

104

Copyright 2020 -- Diane L. Richard 
FOR PERSONAL USE ONLY 

DO NOT SHARE WITH ANYONE 
Query dianelrichard@mosaicrpm.com to deliver this program to your organization 



9/1/2020

53

Ida Rajala; my 
great 

grandmother 
died in the 
Influenza 
Epidemic

105
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Ida Rajala; my 
great 

grandmother 
died in the 
Influenza 
Epidemic

https://lazyhistorian.com/womens-fashion-1784-1970/

Late 19th & 
Early 20th

Century
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Cotton Picking Payments
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Or, did they work with tobacco?

Curing tobacco, ECU, Daily Reflector Image Collection, https://digital.lib.ecu.
edu/reflector/3277#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=0&xywh=-98%2C-1%2C4339%2C3328

Private Education

Littleton Female College, 1892
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J. D. Lewis 
carolana.com 

website

Greenville 
Female 

Academy

Tarboro’s Press, 30 Aug 1833, page 5

Sketches of Pitt County, a brief history of the county, 
1704-1910, Henry T King, 1911, 
https://archive.org/details/sketchesofpittco00king/
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Rex Hospital School of 
Nursing & Radiological 

Technology

Nursing School 
Yearbooks
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Suffrage & 19th Amendment
121
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Though we know that     
petitions were sent to DC 
from North Carolinians,  
they are  challenging to   

find!

Similarly, the mentioned 
schools did NOT have a 
school newspaper until 

a few years later!

Meredith College, Raleigh, NC
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Did your ancestors participate?
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Unfortunately, did NOT include 
Pitt County. Does include many 

adjacent counties.

127

128

Copyright 2020 -- Diane L. Richard 
FOR PERSONAL USE ONLY 

DO NOT SHARE WITH ANYONE 
Query dianelrichard@mosaicrpm.com to deliver this program to your organization 



9/1/2020

65

129

130

Copyright 2020 -- Diane L. Richard 
FOR PERSONAL USE ONLY 

DO NOT SHARE WITH ANYONE 
Query dianelrichard@mosaicrpm.com to deliver this program to your organization 



9/1/2020

66

131

132

Copyright 2020 -- Diane L. Richard 
FOR PERSONAL USE ONLY 

DO NOT SHARE WITH ANYONE 
Query dianelrichard@mosaicrpm.com to deliver this program to your organization 



9/1/2020

67

Voter & Voting Records
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Crenshaw Co, AL Voter Registrations

Dade Co, GA Voter Registrations
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Not All Women Were Allowed To Vote

Charlotte Hawkins Brown (middle)
(1) Established Palmer Memorial Institute (1902)
(2) Helped found the NC Chapter, Association of Colored 

Women’s Clubs (1909)
(3) Helped organize the National Council of Negro 

Women (1935)
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Though the launch is 8 September 2020, the 
collection will be available in perpetuity.

(1) Many “black” women were involved in the 
suffrage movement and their participation is 
often difficult to document (in NC).

(2) Even after the 19th Amendment was ratified 
many “women of color” were denied the right 
to vote!

Truth Be Told
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League of Women  Voters

Duke University student chapter of the League of Women Voters (LWV) (1927), https://www.flickr.com/photos/dukeyearlook/2108912472/
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North Carolina Federation of 
Women’s Clubs 

(Gertrude Weil collection)
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Sallie Swepson Sims Southall Cotten
(1846-1929) of Pitt County, N.C.

She was secretary of the Mothers’   
Congress, and when the North          

Carolina Federation of Women’s       
Clubs was formed she was the first   
elected vice-president. She drafted  
their constitution and wrote their     

Federation Song.
Sallie Southall Cotten Papers #2613, Southern Historical Collection, The 
Wilson Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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One Type of Club
Book Clubs

End of the Century Book Club
(organized 1899, Greenville, Pitt, NC)

“… “to develop their mental and social culture." 
They only had access to a few newspapers or 
books and wanted to further their education. At 
this time, of course, women could not vote and 
probably were not on any civic committees. 
They were only supposed to have an interest in 
running the households.

… These women never marched in the streets or 
anything like that. They were just not that way. 
But they were very civic minded. We take great 
pride in the fact that the book club founded the 
public library in Greenville. In 1903 they rented 
a room at the Masonic Temple, furnished it, 
gathered up books and raised money.… The first 
library opened November of 1904 and from 
then into the 1930s it was the women in town, 
through their book clubs, that supported the 
library….”   

Mary Everett (2001)
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Greenville News
Greenville, North Carolina
19 May 1920, Wed • Page 4
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Sans Souci Book Club  
Records (1913-2002)

Organized 1902, 
Greenville, NC
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Check Directories for the 
existence of clubs [as well 
as newspapers!]

Pg 177

Pg 208

1916 – Greenville 
Directory

Charlotte Literary and Library Association (1895)

Libraries and Librarians
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https://durhamcountylibrary.org/exhibits/slw/index.php

Group of women on the steps of Stanford L.    
Warren Library, probably at a meeting of the   
North Carolina Negro Library Association          
(Durham Co, NC)
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https://www.ncl.ecu.edu/index.php/NCL/article/download/419/775
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Automobile Licenses
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College
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Yearbooks
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College Clubs

Cookbooks

167

168

Copyright 2020 -- Diane L. Richard 
FOR PERSONAL USE ONLY 

DO NOT SHARE WITH ANYONE 
Query dianelrichard@mosaicrpm.com to deliver this program to your organization 



9/1/2020

85

Via DigitalNC

https://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/30/dining/cook
books-echo-with-the-wisdom-of-chefs-past.html

https://www.ourstate.com/a-collection-
of-cookbooks-finds-its-home-at-uncg/
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Immigrants & Citzenship

Waldensian schoolchildren and teacher at Valdese, [Burke Co, NC] 
ca. 1905. North Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill Library, https://www.ncpedia.org/waldensians

https://www.archives.gov/files/publications/prologue/2014/spring/citizenship.pdf
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175
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Little Rock Dairy Farm 
Rocky Mount, NC

https://digital.lib.ecu.edu/special/ead/findingaids/0563?q=ledger

Women as renters

“Rentals” & purchases & 
work performed
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Did They Run a Boarding House?

What Other Businesses Might They 
Have Run/Managed/Owned?

18th century – most women performed “domestic chores” in    
the household [Cooking, Cleaning, Spinning yarn, Weaving and 
sewing cloth, Care of the animals that lived near the house,     
Care of the gardens, Caring for the children]

Some unmarried or widowed women ran/taught in schools or 
worked as governesses if not doing “domestic chores”

Sometimes they worked alongside husbands assisting with a    
shop or business

Some owned businesses [apothecaries, barbers, blacksmiths, 
printers, tavern/lodging/boarding house/hotel keepers …]

With industrialization (pre-Civil War) more women worked in   
factories

Source: https://www.thoughtco.com/women-at-work-early-america-3530833
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1916 Directory, Greensville NC (via DigitalNC, https://lib.digitalnc.org/record/25613?ln=en)

Learn NC From the 1860 U.S. Census, http
s://ncpedia.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/W
albert_David_NC_Occupations_1860_Cen
sus_LearnNC.pdf

OCCUPATIONS IN NORTH      
CAROLINA, 1860 (Full List)    
Compiled by David Walbert
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SS-5, 1936 to the present, Application for Social Security Number,  Applicable to         
Women working OUTSIDE the household
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Railroad Retirement Board Records -- Application of Wife For Spouse’s Annuity
Used with permission of Debbie Mieszala, CG®, http://advancinggenealogist.com/

Newspapers
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Eastern Reflector 
via ECU

Eastern Reflector 
via ECU

Search on 
“Suffrage”
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DigitalNC

Eastern 
Reflector

“Community 
News”

ECU Collection

Eastern 
Reflector
“Colored”

News
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Identifying & Locating 
Records of Women
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Archivegrid
https://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid/

Archivegrid
Key Words

LEDGER

ACCOUNTS

LISTS

MEMBERS
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Even when can  
use Archivegrid   
library/archive 
specific resources 
may work better 
such as this       
LibGuide for     
UNC-Charlotte

What for   
ECU?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbbIKwBS9eU
https://files.nc.gov/dncr-statelibrary/GHL/Genealogy/Handouts/ 
finding_female_ancestors_bibliography_aug_23_2014_0.pdf
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https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/strategies-for-fin
ding-female-ancestors/#

Available via Moorshead Publications ($) – I    
usually search on Internet Genealogy and        
then select “Books on Genealogy Research”

Available via JSTOR
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TIME PERMITTING

Life Insurance
Life Insurance Company of Virginia, Virginia 
Historical Society, Mss3 L6263 a 1

25th Apl 1871
Robt Jarman
Meade for 
benefit of 
Mrs. Robt J 
Meade
Petersburg
Life, $5000
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Slave Insurance
Ledger – NC Mutual Life Insurance 
Company, Raleigh, NC                
Minutes – “Death Claims”

1851, Slave Ann of Geo W Turner, Washington

1851, Slave Miner of H G Spruill, Plymouth

1851, Slave Bill of W W Harris, Wilmington

Yount’s Mercantile Ledger
1843-1845 Customer Index & Accounts
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Diary of a Farm Wife, Penelope 
Alderman, Sampson Co (1851-1856)
April 1854
Mond. 3. Wove some. Mr. A. 
ploughing and took the head ache 
very hard, cool and fair. Not well
Tues. 4. Mr. A had hard head ache all 
night. Some better, not much work 
of any kind. Do not read much, and 
the time is so rapidly going.
Wed. 5. Washed, wove some, warm 
and fair Mr. A. with head ache
Thur. 6. Mr. A. planted his corn. 
Martha A. Blane [and]David Newton 
going to be married. Fair warm

https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/diary-farm-wife
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Via Atlas Obscura, https://www.atlasobscura.co
m/articles/suffragist-cookbook-historical-recipes

With cookbooks, suffragists also demonstrated how 
women’s gendered experience with tasks such as     
cooking and childcare made them uniquely qualified 
to vote on particular civic matters. “It was brilliant in 
so many ways because they were tapping into all of 
these other movements around food that were a lot 
more acceptable than suffrage: home economics,   
municipal housekeeping, pure food,” says Derleth.
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Via Gastro Obscura, https://www.atlasobscura.
com/articles/how-to-find-historic-cookbooks

thesifter.org
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Suffragettes

Gertrude Weil 
Collection 

(State Archives of North Carolina)

https://digital.ncdcr.gov/digital/collection/p16062coll19/id/684
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QUESTIONS?

dianelrichard@mosaicrpm.com
www.mosaicrpm.com

www.tarheeldiscoveries.com
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