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Advocacy is all about informing and persuading. Its about 

placing one’s school library media center in the spotlight at 

every opportunity. It’s about saying and doing the little things 

on a daily basis that give others positive feelings and an 

appreciation of the schools library, and doing the big things 

when times are hard. Don’t wait for a crisis to advocate for 

the library. Practice it every day, and, when there is a special 

issue or concern, it will be much easier to handle.



Advocacy - (choose 1)

U.S. Public Schools have lost…

Revisiting Collection Development in the Digital Age…

Letter:  Save our School Libraries...

https://www.forbes.com/sites/adamrowe1/2018/05/21/u-s-public-schools-have-lost-20-of-their-librarians-since-2000/?fbclid=IwAR2gSOEzfEK9cWAIQMblPPnijY7Rr9SqPJ9tYfAZaBl5nm42wuIEVT6RJg8#3685273c5ce5
https://knowledgequest.aasl.org/revisiting-collection-development-in-a-digital-age/
https://m.salisburypost.com/2018/05/14/letter-save-our-school-libraries/


Everyone read this one...

How to Speak Administrator…

https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=1810-Speaking-Administrator


Carousel….

● Use data

● Check your vocabulary

● “Help Me Help You”

● Show alignment with school improvement plan

● Talk about students

● Use students and teachers to tell your school library story

● Show connection to student growth



Elevator Speeches

For School Libraries



What is an elevator speech?

An elevator speech is a clear, brief 

message or “commercial” about you. It 

communicates who you are, what you're 

looking for and how you can benefit a 

company or organization. It's typically 

about 30 seconds, the time it takes 

people to ride from the top to the bottom 

of a building in an elevator.



What is an elevator speech?

● Short

● Specific

● Memorable



Let’s start with why...



If you don’t blow 

your own horn, 

no one else will.  



The squeaky 

wheel gets 

the oil.



Advocacy begins 

with you!  



When to use them?

● Meeting a new principal

● Beginning of the school year

● Goal setting meetings

● End of year meeting

● Special opportunities
○ School board meeting

○ Parent group

○ District-level Meeting



Who can use an elevator speech?

● School Librarians

● District Coordinators

● State-level Leaders

● Affiliate-assembly members

● Committee members

● University professors



What is in an “elevator speech”?

The 

Message

The story 

and key 

data

The 

“Ask”

All 

packaged 

together 

is your 

elevator 

speech!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uc4K2t2YY24


First, let’s hear what some administrators have to say…

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bihGT7LoBP0


Now you try….



What is in an “elevator speech”?

The 

Message

The story 

and key 

data

The 

“Ask”

All 

packaged 

together 

is your 

elevator 

speech!



Sharing...


