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Research for my students and yours
Places for primary sources in research
Considerations when working with students

Agenda for Today



What Research Has Looked Like 
(at my school)
Specific Topics
Questions or Categories
Web Research & Maybe Books
Summarizing & Paraphrasing Challenges
Linear
Primary Sources: Front cover of report/page of slide
Lack of Enthusiasm/Interest



“Original documents and objects created at 
the time under study”

-Library of Congress

What is a Primary Source?

http://loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/


Primary Sources: 
●Engage students
●Help develop critical thinking skills

●Help construct knowledge

-Library of Congress

Why use a Primary Source? 

http://loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/whyuse.html


Analyzing a Primary Source to 
Generate Research Questions:

Child Labor in the Early 20th Century



https://www.loc.gov/collections/national-child-labor-committee/about-this-collection/




http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html


Analyzing a Primary Source to Generate Research Questions

https://www.loc.gov/item/ncl2004002961/PP/


Analyzing a Primary Source to Generate Research Questions



Check in:
How could using primary sources to generate 
research questions affect your students’ 
research?



Investigate a Secondary Source to 
Inform Primary Source Analysis:

Child Labor in the Early 20th Century



https://www.loc.gov/collections/national-child-labor-committee/


●What new questions did you ask?
●What new information did you find?



●What new 
questions did 
you ask?

●What new 
information 
did you find?



Connecting Primary Sources:

How do these two primary sources 
inform each other?
What other questions arise?



“He told me he often sleeps down at the Bay Line boat 
docks all night. Several times I saw his mother hanging 
around the office, but she seemed more concerned about 
getting his pay envelope than anything else.”





Check in:
How could using primary sources affect how 

students interact with secondary sources?
How could your students use of paired 

primary sources affect how they 
constructed knowledge about a person, 
topic, or event?



Considerations When Working 
with Students



Collaboration



Teacher and Student Selected Primary Sources



Primary Sources in the Final Research Product

Primary Source:
● As inspiration
● To provide details
● As character development
● As outside element



Primary Source as Character Development







Primary Source as Inspiration





Where will I start?
What types of primary sources will I need?
Who will select the primary sources?

Considerations When Getting Started



Thank you.

tbob@loc.gov
tombober@claytonschools.net



The Library of Congress: loc.gov 
Teachers: loc.gov/teachers
--blog: http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/
--webinars: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
professionaldevelopment/webinar/

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/professionaldevelopment/webinar/
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