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The role of the Information Specialist has The role of the Information Specialist has 
hift d i th I t t Ehift d i th I t t Eshifted in the Internet Erashifted in the Internet Era

ThenThen NowNowThenThen

Card CatalogCard Catalog

NowNow

Online CatalogOnline Cataloggg

Print/Reference ResourcesPrint/Reference Resources

gg

GoogleGoogle

One or two resources One or two resources 

Focus on using only the booksFocus on using only the books

10,000 resources in 2 seconds10,000 resources in 2 seconds

Focus on drilling down toFocus on drilling down toFocus on using only the books Focus on using only the books 
already in the libraryalready in the library

Cycle time of hoursCycle time of hours

Focus on drilling down to Focus on drilling down to 
usable info, verifying sourcesusable info, verifying sources

Cycle time of minutesCycle time of minutesyy yy



NetGenerationNetGeneration

Born 1982-2000, grown up immersed in technology
Spend more time with digital media than TV
94% have used the WWW for school research
Social learners/ informal learners
Read visual images, text literacy less well developed
Learn by doing, exploringLearn by doing, exploring
Want to work on ‘things that matter’
Shift attention, want fast responses
It’s cool to be smartIt s cool to be smart
Teachers are vital, computers are the tool

“Classrooms and Libraries for the Net Generation,” Doug Johnson 2007.















Six basic criteria for evaluating web 
pages

Accuracy
AuthorityAuthority
Objectivity
Links
Technical aspects
Currency



Accuracy of the WebAccuracy of the WebAccuracy of the WebAccuracy of the Web

Wh t /d i d th b it ?Who wrote/designed the website?

Is this person qualified to write this site?

Does this person provide a way to 
contact him or her?

What is the purpose of the website?What is the purpose of the website?



Authority of the WebAuthority of the WebAuthority of the WebAuthority of the Web

What is the domain of this webpage?

Does the publisher list his or her 
qualifications?qualifications?

D i tit ti bli hDoes an institution publish or sponsor 
this site?



Objectivity of Web PageObjectivity of Web PageObjectivity of Web PageObjectivity of Web Page

Is this web site trying to sell something?

What opinions (if any) are expressed?

Who is the audience for this web site?



LinksLinksLinksLinks
Are there links?

Are the links current?

Do the links relate to the topic?

Can you view the links for free?

Are the links easy to view without having 
i l ft ?special software?



Technical aspects to the Web Technical aspects to the Web 
PagePage

Are there Images/Pictures?

D th dd t ll d t di f thDo they add to your overall understanding of the 
webpage?

Are the images/pictures a distraction? 

Do they cause the page to take a long time to load?Do they cause the page to take a long time to load?

Grammar/PunctuationGrammar/Punctuation



Currency of the Web PageCurrency of the Web PageCurrency of the Web PageCurrency of the Web Page

Is the Website current?Is the Website current?

When was it produced? When was it produced? 

What was the last update?What was the last update?

How upHow up--toto--date are the links if any?date are the links if any?



Internet Site Evaluation FormInternet Site Evaluation FormInternet Site Evaluation FormInternet Site Evaluation Form



Our BeliefOur BeliefOur BeliefOur Belief

“Our Core belief is that searching the Web g
is easy– finding what you’re looking for is 
the hard part.”p

-- Chris Sherman


