
21st Century Basics 
 
21st Century Learners  
  Given the understanding that- 

• The process of learning is innate and lifelong. Experiences in 
childhood and youth lay the foundation for lifelong learning. 

• For people of all ages, young and old, learning is an integral part of 
playing and working. 

• People of all ages have a capacity to learn and this capacity is affected 
by various social, economic and physical conditions and situations. 

• People have a variety of learning needs related to their personal 
interests, their families, their communities and their work. These 
needs include personal development, social and civic responsibility, 
cultural enjoyment, and continuing learning related to work and 
careers.  

• People learn at different rates and in different styles, in different 
situations and at different times.  

 
 
The 21st Century Learner embraces this model and the culture of 
information seeking –they are taught information literacy skills that include 
how to frame a question based on the understanding that there is something 
unknown to them and draw on their ability to filter information and sources 
so they only gather quality knowledge. 
 
Learning Community is a term that describes communities embracing life 
long learning and supporting it with services and interagency cooperation 
with a strong focus on equitable access.  The community acknowledges that 
knowledge and learning are the major foundations of social and economic 
well being. They begin to design accessible, flexible, responsive, diverse, 
and balanced policies and services. 
 
 



21st Century Helpful Sites 
 
 

 
enGauge 
 The enGauge framework identifies Six Essential Conditions—system 
wide factors critical to effective uses of technology for student learning. Site 
includes an assessment survey, data, articles, and many other resources. 
http://www.ncrel.org/engauge/intro/intro.htm 
 
 
21st Century Learning Community Centers Federal government site 
http://www.ed.gov/programs/21stcclc/index.html 
 
 
21st Century Learning Center Grant Awards and project descriptions in 
North Carolina: 
http://www2.learningpt.org/ppics/publicGrantSearchResults.asp?state=NC&
year=2005&orgType=ALL&start=Search 
 
The Facts About...21st-Century Technology PDF (880 KB)
http://www.ed.gov/nclb/methods/whatworks/21century_technology.pdf 



21st Century Skills 

A Process for Bringing 21st Century Skills Into Your Schools 

 

 
http://www.ncrel.org/engage/skills/process.html 


